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Welcome to the second edition of The Library News, your 

guide to news, services and events at the Mary Crosby      

Library. This newsletter is published once every term and is 

available to download from the Library section on ymoodle  

(http://www.ymoodle.org/).  
 

The Library aims to provide an academic information   

resource supporting the teaching, learning and research 

needs of all YMCA George Williams College students and 

staff by delivering a high quality, responsive and innovative 

service, in a user friendly manner. 

Black History 

Month 

As part of our Black History 

Month celebrations during 

October 2012, the Library 

hosted an author event 

with Robyn Travis as well as 

inviting students and staff 

to read aloud poems and 

creative writings, etc. asso-

ciated with Black History on 

23rd and 24th October. 
  

The event started with Van-

ita Atim singing an African 

American Blues song called 

‘Oh Lord Berta Berta’. It is a 

song that was sung by Black 

American prisoners work-

ing in chain gangs on the 

sugar cane fields  of the 

infamous Parchman farm 

penitentiary in Mississippi,  The Library’s Black History Month author event with Robyn Travis 
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Easter Opening Times 

Tel: 0207 540 4910 

OPEN AS USUAL UP UNTIL 

END OF TERM- 

Monday - Friday 9am-5pm 

CLOSED 29th March - 5th 

April 

OPEN Monday 8th April -        

10am-2pm 

Tuesday 9th April -        

10am-2pm 

Wednesday 10th April -     

10-2pm 

CLOSED Thursday 11th & 

Friday 12th April 

Normal opening times    

resume 15th April 

 

 

HAPPY    EASTER 

led discussions on topics such as the current state of youth 

work, young people, street gangs, and other social issues. He  

gave an insight into the mind-set and mentality of young people 

caught up in gangs, un-glamorised life in the ‘streets’ and put 

across a powerful and positive message.  
 

Robyn proved very popular as copies of his book sold out on 

both days and he was in demand to take part in (anti-gang) sem-

inars organised by our students at their projects, youth and 

community centres and schools. His book is summarised by: 

‘Don’t live the life I have lived, it’s not the way forward’ in the 

hope that young people learn from his experience.   
 

Many thanks to Leslie-Ann  

Saunders for helping organise the 

BHM event. The Library Team 

would also like to thank all stu-

dents and staff who participated 

and attended this year’s event. 

Thank You. 
 

Copies of ‘Prisoner to the Streets’ 

are available to borrow in the  

Library. 

according to the pancocojams website. Other contributions in-

cluded Devon Carr who talked about his inspirational heroes 

Tupac Shakur and Bob Marley, while Darren Malcolm talked 

about why writer/historian/professor John Henrik Clarke inspires 

him. Sherene Longmore recited a poem she had written about 

Black History  and slavery.  
 

Our author event involved Robyn Travis talking about his book 

‘Prisoner to the Streets’, which is an autobiographical account of 

his life growing up in Tottenham and Hackney. In the book 

Robyn takes you on a journey of how he got embroiled in the 

postcode (street gang) wars in Hackney and describes his strug-

gles to overcome the street lifestyle and the ‘system’ that con-

tributes to young people being trapped as ‘prisoners to the 

streets’. The book though has a positive ending as Robyn is able 

to eventually turn his life around, finding purpose, redemption, 

forgiveness and peace.  
 

Robyn has now gained a BSc degree in Youth & Criminal Justice 

and has become a Youth and Community Worker, an author and 

an inspirational speaker who can speak from a position of expe-

rience and reflection to contribute in helping end gang violence.  
 

He captivated the audience with stories of his eventful life, and  

http://www.ymoodle.org/course/view.php?id=11
http://pancocojams.blogspot.co.uk/2012/06/o-berta-prison-blues.html


●  The Economic Breakfast by Roland Marge 

●  Making the Most of Life by Maxie Mumm 

●  Mega Bites by Amos Quito 

●  Shipwrecked! by Mandy Lifeboats                             

●  The Worst Journey in the World by Helen Back 

Picture of the Library’s Fair Trade display 

 

Holocaust Memorial Day and Library Events 
The Library Team put together events, and information and book 

displays to mark Holocaust Memorial Day during January 2013. 

The theme for HMD 2013 was ‘Communities Together: Build a 

Bridge’. Students and staff gathered in the Library to share their 

thoughts and remember those communities which were de-

stroyed during the Holocaust, under Nazi Persecution and in sub-

sequent genocides in Cambodia, Rwanda, Bosnia, Darfur, etc.   
 

The Library team is always open to student input and fresh ideas. 

If you have any suggestions or ideas, or would be willing to vol-

unteer to be part of a collaborative team organising or participat-

ing on displays (in the cabinets and notice boards) or large scale 

events such as Black History Month, Holocaust Memorial Day or 

Fair Trade Fortnight, or any other particular event please contact 

a member of the Library Team. 

Have you ever thought about what the College and Library was 

like in the past? The College used to be located in Waltham-

stow before moving to its present location in Canning Town in 

1996. Our ‘history correspondent’ Kevin Robinson (Supervision 

and Professional Practice Administrator) tells us what life was 

like back then... 

‘’Well those were the days!’’ 

‘’When I joined the College in November 1992 it was known as 
the YMCA National College, its name was changed around 
1994/5.  The buildings housing the College were sited behind 
the main YMCA hostel in Forest Road, Walthamstow and were 
very ‘bijou’ in comparison to what we have now, hence for 
some time the library was housed in a portacabin along with a 
further two teaching rooms as the teaching facilities were in-
credibly cramped.  Catherine Bridger (Distance Learning Pro-
gramme Administrator) and I shared an office about the size of 
a broom cupboard (actually I think it was originally a cup-
board), for around 4 years in which our desk was partitioned 
by a wood board.’’   

‘’The student common room was sited in an old listed building 
that was about a hundred yards from the main College build-
ing and for a few years all the student files had to be physically 
lugged backwards and forwards over there when it came to 
the time of year for Board of Examiners meetings.  However, 
one of the big advantages of the College in those days was the 
availability of student accommodation virtually on site with 
students being able to stay at the adjacent YMCA hostel during 
their times of study.  This actually meant that we were there-
fore able to attract students onto the full time course from all 
areas of the country and we regularly had full time courses 
of well over 30 students in each level.’’ 

‘’The one thing I do recall that would not seem possible today 
is that the College arranged and identified placements for all 
the full time students and that this had to be completed along 
with the supervisory allocations by the beginning of November 
in new academic years.  These days students have to identify 
their own placement settings.’’ 

‘’It is difficult to believe that we left Walthamstow in October 
1996 and will have been resident here for 17 years this Octo-
ber.’’ 

The Library’s Holocaust Memorial Day display 

Students in the Library, which was housed in a portacabin 

The former College building in Walthamstow 

College History 

New book titles in the Library include…  Joke of the Day 


